Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Making relationships
Birth - 11 months


Recognises and is most responsive to main carer’s voice: face brightens, activity
increases when familiar carer appears

B
Mum supports B walking around the room by holding both her hands. Mum praises her and
encourages her by saying ‘come, come’. B has a big smile on her face while she’s walking
and mum smiles back at her.

8-20 months


Sylvie

Builds relationships with special people

16 – 26 months


Plays alongside others

A
A so enjoyed the role of taking food orders in the café he happily joined in playing with lots
of other children. He was very organised and did mark making to represent the things that
were ordered. Then he went to the café kitchen to get the food and drinks needed and took
them to the tables. When the children had finished eating an adult prompted that they pay.
A sat by the cash register and took the money and gave change if he thought it was needed


Uses a familiar adult as a secure base from which to explore independently in new
environments, e.g. ventures away to play and interact with others, but returns for
a cuddle or reassurance if becomes anxious.

F

Settling in: F was a little sad today so he got his special book to look at and found a picture
of his mum. He showed others when they approached his picture.


Plays cooperatively with a familiar adult. e.g. rolling a ball back and forth

22-36 months


Shows affection and concern for people who are special to them.

Adam and Bence
-

Adam has bumped his head on the verandah, Bence says, “you ok yeah?” he strokes
Adam’s head caringly.

Eason and Nicola
-

Eason tells Nicola, “Jayden sad, mummy gone”

Yuxuan and Khloe
-

Yuxuan and Khloe are chasing each other across the playground, he looks back at her
and smiles. When they climb across the balance beam, Yuxuan is a little anxious,
Khloe smiles at him and says, “come”. Yuxuan carefully crosses the beam to join her.

30-50 months


Can play in a group, extending and elaborating play ideas, e.g. building up a roleplay activity with other children.

Tafari, Josiah, and Noor
-

Tafari: “Brother, take a shower”
Josiah: “Ok, where’s the bathroom? Ok, I had a shower”
Tafari: “Have you creamed yourself? Because you’re dry”
Josiah: “Oh yeah, like this, let me do it. Ok finished.”
Noor: “We need to brush our teeth too!”
Tafari: “Yeah you’ve got to do it like this. Here’s the toothbrush”.

Noor gives Josiah and Tafari an imaginary toothbrush and they pretend to brush
their teeth together.

Aymeline, Mariam and Alex
-

Aymeline has got a large fabric, she gives it to Mariam and says, “Let’s play camels”.
They go under the sheet together and walk around the classroom. “I’m the head and
you’re the legs” Aymeline tells Mariam. Alex asks if she can join them, “Ok you can
be the hump. You be in the middle.” Alex joins them and says, “We need to get camel
food!” Aymeline says, “Yeah let’s look outside!”



Initiates play, offering cues to peers to join them.

Didem, Nicola and Noor
-

Didem is playing in the home corner. She takes a pot out of the oven and says,
“Nicola this for you, eat it, it hot.” She turns to Noor, “I’m gonna make egg for you.”

Esa, Summer and Zee Zee
-

Esa is playing in the sand tray next to Summer. He buries some bottle tops in the
sand, “Do you want to find my treasure?” When Summer starts to dig, Esa says to
Zee Zee, “It’s a treasure hunt.”

Alanni
Alanni jumps onto a crate, “The sharks are coming!” She shouts out, “quick everyone get onto the
boat! We need to get everybody!” When there isn’t enough room on the crate she throws a hula
hoop on the ground and says, “Get in the life boat, quick!”



Keeps play going by responding to what others are saying or doing.

Emilia and Noor
Emilia has made a ‘magic wand’ out of a lollipop stick and a feather, “I’m going to turn you
into a frog!” She tells Noor, Noor squats down and jumps like a frog, “ribbit ribbit” she says,
laughing.

Khloe and Yuxuan
Khloe: “I Elsa, you Olaf!”

Yuxuan: “No! Monkey!”
Khloe: “Ok Monkey come! This way!”



Demonstrates friendly behaviour, initiating conversations and forming good
relationships with peers and familiar adults.

Jasmine, Emilia and Esa
-

Jasmine: “I saw a cat when I was walking to school”
Emilia: “I see cats in my window”.
Jasmine (to Esa) “Have you got a cat?”
Esa: “No, I’ve got a dog.”
Jasmine: “I like cats.”
Esa: “I like dogs.”

40 – 60+ months




Initiates conversations, attends to and takes account of what others say.
Explains own knowledge and understanding, and asks appropriate questions of
others.
Takes steps to resolve conflicts with other children e.g. finding a compromise.

Alanni and Bailey
Alanni and Bailey are playing a mouse control game on the computer. Bailey has the mouse.
Alanni says, “Now it’s my turn”. Bailey replies, “It’s your turn now” they swap seats and
Bailey adds, “when you finish it’s my turn again yeah?”

Alex and Jasmine
Alex and Jasmine are filling up cardboard tubes with sand, Jasmine is holding the tube while
Alex scoops sand in, “Why do I have to hold it?” Jasmine asks, “Because I’m pouring” Alex
replies. “I don’t want to hold it any more” Jasmine tells her, “Ok you can pour for a bit” Alex
agrees.

Josia and Tafari
Josiah and Tafari both want to play with the batman action figure. Tafari asks Debra if there
are any more but none are available. Josiah says, “Let’s climb under the table so we can both
look at it!”

Bailey and Zarian

Bailey and Zarian both want to be the black power ranger, Josiah suggests, “We need to
make a machine that makes two power rangers!”

