
Communication and Language 

Understanding 

 

Birth – 11 months 

 Stops and looks when hears own name 

 Starts to understand contextual clues, e.g. familiar gestures, words and sounds 

Z  

Z was placed on a changing mat by her mother in preparation for a baby massage class. Her mother 

talked to her gently to let her know why she was on the mat and what would be happening. She was 

flat on her back and repeatedly raised her head, arms and legs together lifting her back a little off 

the mat. She tried this several times. After watching her for a while, Z’s mother offered both her 

index fingers in a horizontal position and said ‘come on then Z, you want to get up, don’t you?’ 

Z grabbed her mother’s fingers, one with each hand and gripped them tightly. With a pouting mouth 

and clenched gums, she pushed with both her feet flat on the mat and raised her upper body, 

straightened her legs and came to a ‘wobbly’ standing position facing her mother. ‘That’s what you 

wanted to do, didn’t you?’ said her mother.  

Others in the room had noticed Z’s efforts. They shouted ‘yaay’ and applauded as she got to her 

feet. Z turned her head towards the noise and smiled.  

8 – 20 months 

 Responds to the different things said when in a familiar context (e.g. ‘Where’s 

mummy?’, ‘Where’s your nose?’) 

 Understanding of single words in context is developing, e.g. ‘cup’, ‘milk’, ‘daddy’ 

Sylvie  



 



 

 



16 – 26 months 

 Selects familiar objects by name and will go and find objects when asked, or 

identify objects from a group. 

Vytis  

 

 

  



22 – 36 months 

 Developing understanding of simple concepts 

Emilia and Maisha  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

30 – 50 months 

 Understands use of objects (e.g. ‘what do we use to cut things”?) 

 Shows understanding of prepositions such as ‘under’, ‘on top’, ‘behind’ by carrying 

out an action or selecting correct picture 

Sana  

Sana followed instructions on how to make a Bee-Bot move, using positional language: 

“now its backwards”, “now its forwards”. When it moved outside the book corner she said 

“oh no, its trying to escape!”, “its going slow, it needs new batteries”   

 



 

 

40-60+ months 

 Listens and responds to ideas expressed by others in conversation or discussion 

M 

Talking about his birthday: 

M: “Three is a very changeable number, I am three. Three is a magic number”.  

Adult: “Is it your birthday soon?” 

M: “I will be four next birthday. I will have a party, with all my friends. I will have candles on 

fire, my mum will make a cake, I will wear my dressing up, spiderman.” 

Adult: “Will you play any games?” 

M: “We will play hide and seek” 

Adult: “Which friends will come?” 

M: “All these friends (gesturing) but I want boys not girls” 

Adult: “Why not girls?” 

M: “I don’t like girls, but my mummy has a baby in her tummy, it is a girl. She will grow up to 

be a giant” 

 


